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ever think of fighting a brother of his own or a different faith ? At
any rate no one will think of calling himself a votary of ahimsa
and do all or any of these things.

To sum up: Ahimsa is a weapon of matchless potency. It is
the summum bonum of life. It is an attribute of the brave, in fact
it is their all. It does not come within reach of the coward. It
is no wooden or lifeless dogma, but a living and a life-giving
force. It is the special attribute of the soul. That is why it has
been described as the highest dharma (law). In the hands of
the educationist therefore it ought to take the form of the purest
love ever fresh, an ever gushing spring of life expressing itself in
every act. Ill-will cannot stand in its presence. The sun of ahimsa
carries all the hosts of darkness such as hatred, anger and malice
before himself. Ahimsa in education shines clear and far and can
no more be hidden, even as the sun cannot be hidden by any means.
One may be sure that when the Vidyapith is filled with the atmo-
sphere of this ahimsa, its students will no more be troubled by
puzzling conundrums.

Young India, 6-9-1928

270.   MT NOTES
PRICE OF A BRIDEGROOM
A correspondent writes as follows about the cruel   hardship
of finding a husband:1
It is indeed an evil custom for the father to sell his daughter, but
the very limit of depravity is reached when the bridegroom accepts
money from the bride's father as a price for the favour of marry-
ing her. The father of a daughter should vow not to pay this
penalty, the daughter should be permitted to grow up and a
grown-up girl should not even look at a mercenary young man.
Marriage is not one's supreme duty in life. Marriages which have
been contracted with a mercenary motive are not marriages but
base deals. Young men in this age should shun such deals. They
should realize that enjoying the good things of life or receiving
education by fleecing the father-in-law is a sin.
TYRANNY OF SADHUS
One of the questions asked by the correspondent is as follows:2
1 & 2 The letter is not translated here.